The meeting which the ACEN held in Strasbourg in July
1955 provided the firat opportunity te observe the Amsembly
in aetlon. According to the Amerdican Consul in Strasbourg, 1/
many of the delegates were overly optimistie regarding the
xmasﬁﬁiggmiiﬁ&mnziaﬂ of the Satellites. The mein cause of

Eaaté?ﬁ’ﬁurﬁpe.

, The Assembly's officisl pegition rejecting neutraliza-
tion of the Satellits area and demanding freedom of eholce
for the Eastern European countries digd not seem to ke
reflseted in the zniaking of individual delegates. The
American Consul estimate that, 1f the USSR wers to offer
neutralizetion of the Sateliite area coupled with free glec-~
tions in exchange for the neutralization of all of Germany,
fow of the delegates would be unconditionally opposed. Al
most all delegates offlcially relected wer as a solution
of the yr@%l&araa,tha grounds that there would be 1ittle
left to liberate in Eastern irope alter an atowic eonflict,
gnﬂ£§§w§§§bra they plaeed the date of liberation pather far
£ § £ -4 1%:‘

tisal lsaders. The ACEN meeting was reported i{n most vestern
European nswapapers, generally without much comment, The
general attitude at the Council of EBurope toward the ACEN
eCuld beet be described ap one of sympathy and moral support
uixed with the realization that 1ittle can be done to help
the cause. The American Consul estimated that the anti-
Communisns of the ACEN delegates at times tended to blur
thelr objeetivity.

The ACEN held its second annual mecting in Strasbourg
in April 1956. According to the American Viece Consul in

Stra g, 2f the concensus of the meeting was that the
VSER was @ midet of a ssrious erisis and that the yest

must Lmmediately press for concesslons,. Many delegates
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believed that the Soviet Union ig on the verge of collapse
&nd even aesmed convinced that the USSR could be forced

into the position of allowing free elections in the fatellites
which would result in their return to powar.

Soms delegates showed less optimism in private conversa-
tions, bul many seemed sincerely to belleve that the Soviet
Union is indeed facing revolt in its midst and 4f the United
States were to press its considerable advantage much could be
done 1o bring about the disintegration of the Coemunist gm-
pire. The Ameriean Vice Consul further commsnted that the
various nationmal and political differences which separated
the ACEN delegates before they fled theilr native countries
eontinued to exist and their union in anti-Cormunlsm has
had the wfortunate tendency t5 break down when former or
stronger nationalistic aspirations came to the fore. Hever-
theless, the Assenbly was suceessful in getting the publicity
which 1t felt to Le essential, 3/
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